CESE IN THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Partnerships and Activities
in a wave of solidarity

A virus came to remind us that we truly
live in a Common House, where caring
for other people is caring for oneself.
Solidarity have never been so
important in our generation.

Given the severity of the pandemic and the challenges of humanitarian solidarity,
civil society has had to roll up its sleeves!
Solidarity for the more than 180 thousand
families in Brazil, grieving for the loss of their
loved ones.
Solidarity for those who have lost their source
of income.

“The pandemic has reached indigenous communities.We
have had various problems: fear because of our
vulnerability, lack of access to food and precarious
health services.”
Cassimiro Tapeba
Association of Indigenous Peoples of the Northeast, Minas Gerais and
Espírito Santo (Articulação dos Povos Indígenas do Nordeste, Minas Gerais e
Espírito Santo: APOINME)

“Our concern comes back to our proximity to large cities.
It’s very dangerous having to go into them to sell our
products. If the virus reaches the communities, we are
afraid of the precarious public health system, particularly
in the State of Pará.”
Valéria Carneiro
State Coordination for the Associations of Quilombo Remnant Communities of
Pará (Coordenação Estadual das Associações das Comunidades
Remanescentes de Quilombo do Pará: MALUNGU)

At the beginning of the pandemic, CESE
rethought its planning and put the health
crisis at the centre of its discussions.

Following health authority
recommendations, CESE suspended
face-to-face training, meetings and
opportunities for external
representation, and organized its teams
to work remotely.

It continued fulfilling its
mission to strengthen
grassroots groups that have
been further weakened,
analysing and supporting
projects, running virtual
training sessions and
promoting communication
and advocacy activities on
digital platforms.

Human rights and the
defence of life
at the centre of discussions

SUPPORT THROUGH THE SMALL PROJECTS PROGRAMME

At the beginning of the pandemic, the Small Projects Programme team
talked to grassroots organizations from various regions and diverse social
sectors to understand how they were dealing with the pandemic, raising
the possibility of collaboration.
They also talked to supporting agencies about the need to adjust work
plans in order to meet these populations’ needs.

The Small Projects Programme supported initiatives to
confront the pandemic applying the following criteria:
POLITICAL ADVOCACY activities to guarantee the rights of vulnerable sections of the
population.

Activities for the DEFENCE OF RIGHTS in the case of serious violations or threats to
communities and human rights defenders.
TRAINING activities, addressing themes related to the pandemic and its interface with
other social issues.
COMMUNICATION activities for the defence of rights in the context of the pandemic.

Production and INCOME GENERATION initiatives.
URBAN INTERVENTIONS in grassroots territories to confront the pandemic.

Activities in numbers

Projects Supported in 2020
SMALL PROJECTS PROGRAMME

200 projects
BRL 2,096,485.00
in value

109,373
beneficiaries

*9 PROJECTS THROUGH THE MATCH FUNDING
METHODOLOGY – benefitting 1,308 families

SUPPORT FOR PROJECTS BY REGION
Distribution of funds

Northern
55
BRL 537.207,00

Northeast

99

BRL 1.017.401,00

Central-West
16
BRL 176.745,00

Southern Regions

28

BRL 314.132,00

FUNDS BY POPULATION SECTOR
BRL 491.937,00

23,5%

BRL 420.094,00

20,0%

BRL 317.015,00

15,0%

BRL 195.240,00
9,3%

Indigenous
Population

Black
Population

Women

Young
People

Projects in the COVID-19 context
Projects supported by the Small Projects Programme up to 30.11.20

BRL 1.342.557,00
in value

1 2 9
projects

20.011

families
benefitted

BY REGION
Northern
BRL 175.944,00

21 projects

Northeast
BRL 754.131,00

Central-West

75 projects

BRL 156.530,00

13 projects

Southern Regions
BRL 241.952,00
20 projects

Find out more about the projects CESE
supported through its Small Projects
Programme:

“Us for Us – the periphery alive to the fight against
coronavirus” Campaign in Salvador (Bahia)

The initiative had national coverage. In Salvador, this included coordinated action with the Popular
Youth Uprising (Levante Popular da Juventude) and other rural and urban social movements in the state.
The campaign plan was to unconditionally defend people’s lives and to make donations to the families
most economically impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, providing care and sowing the seeds of
grassroots organization to the most vulnerable populations.

TUPINAMBÁS RESUME PLANTING THANKS TO EMERGENCY AID
“With the staple food baskets donated by CESE, some communities have felt comforted and empowered
to resume the production and planting process”, says Haroldo Heleno from the Indigenous Missionary
Council - East (Conselho Missionário Indigenista: CIMI-Leste), demonstrating the seed effect that
support from CESE has promoted in indigenous communities in the south of Bahia.
“We are seeing communities going back to planting watermelon, beans, pineapple, corn”,
Chief Jamapoty (Valdelice) from the Itapoãn Village – Tupinambá People of Olivença (Bahia).

SMALL-SCALE FARMERS’ MOVEMENT DONATES STAPLE FOOD BASKETS IN
THE METROPOLITAN REGION OF SALVADOR
This is a project of the Small-scale
Farmers’ Movement (Movimento dos
Pequenos Agricultores: MPA) which
benefitted three vulnerable
communities, in social and
economic terms, with 180 staple
food baskets full of family/peasant
farming products: the
neighbourhood of Cajazeiras; the
informal settlement of Manoel
Faustino (made up of communities
from the Homeless Workers’
Movement of Bahia, located on the
side of the highway that links the BR
324 highway to São Tomé de
Paripe); and the Quingoma
Quilombo (Lauro de Freitas).

EMERGENCY AID FOR REFUGEES in São Paulo
Excluded from social
protection systems and
denied their
fundamental rights,
immigrants and
refugees who live with
xenophobia and
face cultural
differences, language
barriers,
racism and
discrimination, now
face new challenges
with the COVID-19
pandemic.

Delivery to immigrants in São Paulo (São Paulo), Migrant Support Centre
and Pastoral (Centro de Apoio e Pastoral do Migrante: CAMI).

EMERGENCY AID FOR REFUGEES in São Paulo
4,515 staple food
baskets
100 families provided
with organic food
4,515 cleaning kits
(bleach, hand sanitizer,
washing powder),
hygiene kits,facemasks,
and packs of disposable
8,000 people benefitted

CESE JOINS THE HOMELESS MOVEMENT
OF BAHIA WITH HUMANITARIAN AID
AGAINST THE PANDEMIC
The initiative supported by CESE took place within
the reality of structural racism, where a significant
portion of the black population does not have
housing or, when they do, does not have access to
basic sanitation, a regular water supply, electricity
or conditions favourable to social distancing.

The project “In sombre times we stitch together hope
– the resistance of solidarity activities in the
pandemic” included donations of staple food
baskets to residents in great social vulnerability, the
distribution of hygiene products and donations of
masks made by the “Homeless Warriors” – women
who constitute this movement.

CESE JOINS THE HOMELESS MOVEMENT
OF BAHIA WITH HUMANITARIAN AID
AGAINST THE PANDEMIC
Further, funds from CESE have enabled them to launch an
education campaign for settlement families about how to
combat the pandemic, with the dissemination of informative
posters and the distribution of educational notebooks about
prevention and hygiene measures.
“There are no online classes for children who don’t have
shoes. Let alone access to the internet and mobile phones.
So, in partnership with CESE, we have produced these fun
materials to raise awareness with children and families about
COVID-19; this has really promoted communication within
the informal settlements.”
Juliana Santos, from the Homeless Movement of Bahia.

CESE HUMANITARIAN AID REACHES COMMUNITIES
AFFECTED BY THE QUATI DAM (BAHIA)
To support harm reduction and
strengthen these doubly affected
communities, the Movement of
People Affected by Dams
(Movimento de Atingidos por
Barragens: MAB) was supported
by CESE and Global Justice,
directing its efforts at the
purchase of non-perishable food
and hygiene products.

A total of 70 staple food baskets
were donated, containing more
than two tons of products for
affected families in Pedro
Alexandre.

FAMILIES IN RIO DE JANEIRO RECEIVE
EMERGENCY AID FROM CESE
Given the difficulties the
population has experienced in
accessing government aid and the
lack of effective and permanent
public social services, the Centre
for Grassroots Movements in Rio
de Janeiro (Central de
Movimentos Populares do Rio de
Janeiro), has provided a concrete
response, principally in relation to
what is most painful for human
beings: hunger!

Through the project “Food for those who
need it and fast”, CESE supported the
expansion of the campaign to collect food,
and cleaning and hygiene products for
200 families from favelas, peripheral
neighbourhoods and informal
settlements in the city of Rio de Janeiro.

Match Funding Methodology:
Change the Game Programme
During the pandemic, CESE has
made funds available through the
Change the Game Programme to
support social movements and
partner organizations in their
emergency aid activities in order
to reduce the impact of COVID-19.
Through this support, CESE
encourages groups to raise half
the funds needed to run their
project and then doubles the
amount raised.

FAMILY FARMERS FROM QUEIMADAS (BAHIA)
RECEIVE SUPPORT FROM CESE DURING PANDEMIC
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The community of Lagoinha
in the municipality of
Queimadas, located in
Bahia’s semi-arid region, is
made up of family farmers
and has suffered the
dramatic consequences of
the pandemic. There has
been significant financial
damage, with social isolation
and the closure of
commerce, with a fall in the
municipal economy and in
that of neighbouring rural
communities.

In the light of this, CESE and the Association of Lagoinha Residents and
Farmers (Associação dos Moradores e Produtores de Lagoinha:
AMOPROL) have come together to use Match Funding Methodology to
support those families in the community who are most vulnerable at this
moment of social isolation, providing information about how to combat
the coronavirus, distributing food and protective, hygiene and cleaning
products and ensuring that family farmers can plant their maize and bean
crops.

''CESE has performed the
greatest act of solidarity at
this time, when many families
in our communities suffer
because they don’t have
even the basics required for
their survival, since hunger
does not wait.''

PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS RECEIVE SUPPORT FROM
CESE DURING THE PANDEMIC

The project “POSITHIVE SOLIDARITY – Assistance
and prevention in combatting COVID-19”, from the
Caririense Association for the Fight Against AIDS
(Associação Caririense de Luta Contra AIDS), located
in Juazerio do North in the state of Ceará, aimed to
minimize the possible socio-economic and negative
impacts of the pandemic on this population in the city.

The Caririense Association for the Fight Against AIDS ran two fundraising activities - the
sale of a feijoada bean stew via delivery and a campaign for online donations through
virtual fundraising platforms - CESE then doubled the amount raised.

“Through CESE, we have been able to minimize the negative impact
the COVID-19 pandemic has had on the lives of so many people. In
delivering medication and providing information about health
services, in being a link between the reference centre and patients
living with HIV, and by saying YES to requests for food aid and other
basic needs.”

Ana Pereira – Caririense Association for the Fight Against AIDS .

AS WELL AS THE SMALL PROJECTS PROGRAMME
other emergency aid activities, either coordinated or run
by CESE, took solidarity support and aid to vulnerable
groups and communities.

There were so many activities that involved joint efforts
from a great many people and partner organizations.

HUMANITARIAN AID FOR
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Amazonas,
Acre,
Rondônia,
Maranhão,
Pará,
Mato Grosso do Sul and
Rio Grande do Sul.

Com o apoio da ACT Alliance, o FEACT, com a
coordenação da CESE pode levar solidariedade a
diversos povos indígenas, afetados de maneira
abrupta pela pandemia.
These peoples, who had already suffered the
violent impact of the current Brazilian government
with the withdrawal of rights and all kinds of
violations, view themselves as abandoned by the
state, with no public services to guarantee health
and food security in their territories.

ACT Alliance international humanitarian aid

Delivery of staple food and hygiene baskets in the South of the Amazon
(Madeira) / Tenharim Peoples - Parintitin, Jiahui

International humanitarian aid from the ACT Alliance
contributed to care, protection and resistance – particularly
for the indigenous peoples of the Amazon. The activity
involved the donation of staple food baskets and hygiene
kits for various ethnicities from the Northern, Central-West
and Southern Regions.

21,ooo
PEOPLE SERVED
42 indigenous
peoples

4.200 families

EMERGENCY AID TO THE
GUARANI KAIOWÁ
The Regional Commission of Justice and
Peace in Mato Grosso do Sul (Comissão
Regional de Justiça e Paz de Mato
Grosso do Sul) received emergency aid
from CESE to help Guarani Kaiowa
indigenous people combat COVID-19.

200 families
This ethnic group, in the region of
Grande Dourados/Mato Grosso do Sul,
received: personal hygiene items, hand
sanitizer and products to produce masks.

EMERGENCY ACTIVITIES TO COMBAT COVID-19 IN INDIGENOUS
LANDS DAMAGED BY FIRES AND DEFORESTATION
The partnership between the Ecumenical
Coordination of Service (Coordenadoria
Ecumênica de Serviço: CESE), the
International Institute of Education of Brazil
(Instituto Internacional de Educação do
Brasil: IEB), the World Wide Fund for Nature
Brazil (WWF Brasil), the Native Amazon
Operation (Operação Amazônia Nativa:
OPAN) and the Coordination of Indigenous
Organizations of the Brazilian Amazon
(Coordenação das Organizações Indígenas
da Amazônia Brasileira: COIAB) took
supplies to guarantee sustenance to eight
Indigenous Lands in the municipalities of
Humaitá, Boca do Acre, Pauini and Lábrea,
in the state of Amazonas.

EMERGENCY ACTIVITIES TO COMBAT
COVID-19 IN INDIGENOUS LANDS DAMAGED
BY FIRES AND DEFORESTATION

927 families
54 villages

EMERGENCY ACTIVITIES TO COMBAT COVID-19 IN
INDIGENOUS LANDS in partnership with APIB
With more than 50% of indigenous
peoples directly affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic, more than
42,540 thousand indigenous
individuals infected by the virus and
161 peoples affected, the Association
of Indigenous Peoples of Brazil
(Articulação dos Povos Indígenas do
Brasil: APIB) and all its foundation
organizations launched an
international fundraiser to save lives!

CESE joined this activity by managing some donations and by directly purchasing
materials for the following grassroots organizations:

BRL 391.134,80
RESOURCES DONATED FOR THE DIRECT
PURCHASE OF HYGIENE KITS, STAPLE
FOOD BASKETS, FARMING KITS, TOOLS,

conselho terena

aty guasu

ARPINsul

SUPPLIES, SEEDS,

ARPINSUDESTE
Comissão guarani
Yvyrupa

LOGISTICAL SUPPORT, COMMUNICATION
AND THE STRENGTHENING OF SANITARY
BARRIERS.

EMERGENCY ACTIVITIES TO COMBAT COVID-19 IN
INDIGENOUS LANDS in partnership with APIB
Indigenous people supported:

ARPINSUDESTE - RIO DE JANEIRO AND SÃO PAULO
Terena, Krenak, Kaingang, Tupi Guarani, Pankakaré, Pankararu, Xucuru, Kaimbé,
Wassu-Cocal and Pataxó Peoples.

GUARANI YVYRUPA COMISSION – SOUTHEAST AND SOUTHERN REGIONS
Guarani People.
ARPINSUL – SOUTHERN REGION
Kaingang, Laklãnõ Xokleng, Xetá, Charrua, Guarani Mbya, Guarani Xiripá,
Guarani Nhandewa and Avá-Guarani Peoples.

EMERGENCY ACTIVITIES TO COMBAT COVID-19 IN
INDIGENOUS LANDS in partnership with APIB

ATY GUASU GUARANI AND KAIOWA

Mato Grosso do Sul
Guarani and Kaiowa People

TERENA PEOPLE’S COUNCIL
Mato Grosso do Sul
Terena People

BEYOND HUMANITARIAN AID

CESE brought together ecumenical organizations, churches, faith communities and grassroots
movements in the campaign: “NO – PUBLIC ACTION and SILENCE FOR POLITICAL ACTION SO THAT
NO LIFE IS DISCARDED”, a joint initiative with various organizations to draw attention to alarming data
regarding the number of deaths caused by COVID-19.

CESE also extended publicity for
various “Virtual Crowdfunding”
activities run by social movements
and collectives in order to raise funds

CESE ran a fundrais
ing
campaign with tips a
bout how
to raise funds thro
ugh social
networks during th
e pandemic.

It also positioned itself in defence of Basic Income and the Unified Health Service (Sistema Único
de Saúde: SUS) and broadly publicized the petition which requested the revocation of the
Spending Ceiling in order to return to investing in health.

With ABONG, it engaged in a campaign for
widespread access to the COVID-19 vaccination.

cese social dialogue wheels
ECUMENICAL AND INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
Meetings between various faith representations, the ecumenical movement
and grassroots organizations for dialogue about spirituality, intolerance
and the resistance efforts of social movements to confront the pandemic.

Round table conversations and publication of
the Spring for Life campaign

Given the deepening inequalities caused by the coronavirus, the campaign addressed
hunger from several viewpoints and perspectives: hunger for healthy food, hunger for
justice, for racial and gender inequality, for democracy, for rights; hunger for spirituality and
mystic devotion capable of giving courage, strength, peace and resilience in our times.

Spring for Life campaign denounces
hunger in times of pandemic

GRADES
CESE intensified its
public position by
denouncing various
rights violations. It
also joined other
Statements of
Repudiation from
ecumenical and
social movements,
increasing the
visibility of
grassroots struggles

TRAINING
Aware of the need to continue training for
grassroots organizations, even during the
pandemic, CESE adapted some of its face-to-face
training to the distance learning approach using
podcasts and supporting materials.

At a time when the virtual environment has become the platform for the
movements’ communication and advocacy activities, we note the
“STRENGTHENING THE CULTURE OF COMMUNITY SELF-CARE” training for
quilombolas which, among other things, addressed self-care and security in
communication and information for leaders of quilombola organizations.

Although this was a very tough year, we still fight the good fight – the CESE team,
the organizations and the partner agencies that supported us during 2020.

The beginning of vaccination in some countries has given us hope.Hope that
across the planet the pandemic will be overcome and, although there has been
huge politicization of the vaccine in our country, we hope that the rights to health,
guaranteed in our Constitution, are fulfilled and that Brazilians will be immunized.

''It was solidarity from many hands that
contributed to care, protection and resistance,
particularly for those made more vulnerable by
the pandemic. We know that there is still much to
do because we are confronting a negationist
government, one which has not taken the
necessary measures to protect the population.
For this reason, in 2021, CESE will continue its
work for the defence of life and human rights,
working to protect the most vulnerable grassroots
groups''.
Sonia Gomes Mota – CESE’s Executive Director

THANKS FOR THE PARTNERSHIP!

